THE RAVELL'D SLEAVE
they had tried to conceal their visit from me. I won't
trouble you with their answers, all of which were
palpably false. Even the lies they told didn't agree
together, and when I charged them with using my
information to blackmail a common thief into selling
his stolen goods at a Joiock-out price, Uncle Herman
was reduced to replying that he should pray for my
soul.
" Well, there you are. Through no fault of my own,
I'd betrayed you—for if once the property passed,
you could say good-bye to your castle for seven'years.
There was only one thing to be done—try to repair
the mischief as best I could. I told my maid to pack
and ordered the car to be ready to catch the Paris
train. I took this as far as Villach—I had to cover
my tracks. And there I left it and hired a car to
come here.
" Well, that explains why I came: but it doesn't
explain why, now that I've put you wise, I don't get
up and go. If you don't like your party's tactics,
you can always withdraw: it isn't necessary to enter
the opposite camp. But that, if you like to have me,
is what I propose to do. Til tell you why. Haydn wants
Hohenems badly—but not for the view. Somewhere
within those walls there's something more—more
tangible. And after what's happened, I don't feel
that I can sit still and watch my family profit, or
stand any chance of profiting at your expense."
There was a little silence.   Then—
" I told you," said Palin quietly, " I told you that
Lady Olivia would never stoop."
" I hadn't seen you then," I said quickly.
She made no answer, but took her hands from the
table and got to her feet.
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